
Parish News 

Anglican Parish of Colac 
 

Ss Johns’ Colac, Christ Church Birregurra, St Andrew’s Alvie 
  

 Priest: Fr Jeremy Morgan  0417 549 454 or 5231 3646 

  anglicancolac@outlook.com 
  

 Facebook: www.facebook.com/colacanglican 

 Website: www.anglicancolac.org   

 

Sunday 25th December 2022  Christmas Day/ 

Sunday 1st January  Epiphany of Our Lord 
 

Parish Diary 
Saturday 24th December – Christmas Eve 
6:00pm Family Eucharist with Carols at Ss John’s, 

Colac 
8:00pm Holy Eucharist with Carols at Christ 

Church, Birregurra 
 

Sunday 25th December – Christmas Day 
9:00am Holy Eucharist with Carols at Ss John’s, 

Colac 
 

Wednesday 28th December 
10:00am  Holy Communion at Ss Johns’ Colac 
 

Saturday 31st December 
6:00pm Evening Prayer at Alvie, followed by a 

community BBQ at Red Rock 
 

Sunday 1st January 
8:00am  Holy Communion at Ss Johns’, Colac 
11:00am Holy Communion at Ss Johns’, Colac 
 

Wednesday 4th January 
10:00am  Holy Communion at Ss Johns’ Colac 

 
From the Chief Health Officer of Victoria 

Tips for staying healthy this summer. 
- plan your party or family gathering outside when 

possible 

- keep homes well ventilated with windows and doors 

open when hosting guests 

- wear a high-quality mask, especially where you can't 

physically distance from others. 

- test if you have symptoms 

- isolate for at least 5 days and until you are well again 

and have a negative test result 

- check if you are eligible for Covid anti-virus treatment 

- get your next vaccine dose when you are eligible. 

Protecting yourself is the best way to protect yourself 
and the community. If you don't get Covid you can't 
spread Covid. 

From Parish Council December Meeting 
The Treasurer believes that the Twilight Christmas Fair 
will have raised around $8,000. There is still some 
money and bills coming in. 
There will be a working-bee held on the 1st Saturday of 
the even months of the year, commencing 4th February 
2023, to keep the church grounds and memorial garden 
at Ss Johns' spick and span. 
Parish Luncheons will now be held on the 1st Sunday of 
each month, commencing on Sunday 5th February 2023. 
The Parish Autumn Fete is proposed to be held on 
Saturday 25th March 2023. 

 
CovidSafe Officer 

As I have tendered my resignation to the Wardens, 
effective immediately, you will no longer be receiving 
Covid updates or reminders from me.  
I would like to thank all parishioners for your support 
over the past 3 years I have held this elected position. 
Back in 2020 we all naively thought it would be more 
like a 3-month position!  
Thank you to all who gave me your phone numbers 
each week to have your attendance registered with 
Service Victoria, to those who rang to book your 
attendance at services, and all who agreed to try a 
different way of running our fetes.  
Turning people away from a service as there were 
already 20 people in the church, or they were not 
vaccinated, was the darkest part of this position.  
Please continue to follow the health advice of Victoria's 
Chief Health Officer and wear masks indoors, social 
distance wherever possible and use hand sanitiser on 
entering the church or hall, and before receiving 
communion, and as I will continue to provide the 
disinfectant spray, please continue to spray the church 
after services, and the hall after your meetings. 
Thank you, and Take care. Hilary.

 
Playgroup 

Playgroup is on holidays now until Tuesday 7th February, 
2023. 
 



Fr Jeremy’s Reflection 
What we see in our readings for Christmas is the 
unfolding of a great story. It is a story which reaches 
back thousands of years, and has yet to be completed. 
Writing around the 7th Century BC, Isaiah prophesies 
the birth of a child – a child who would change 
everything:  

“For a child has been born for us, a son given to us: 
authority rests on his shoulders; and he is named 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow 
continually, and there shall be endless peace for the 
throne of David his kingdom.”  

That child, is of course Jesus, whose birth we celebrate 
each Christmas. Jesus is the son given to us.  
As we gather for our parish and family events this week, 
I pray that you will welcome the Prince of Peace into 
your heart. God has come near to us in his incarnation, 
may we also draw near to him.  
 

Ecumenical Vespers Birregurra 
You are invited to our upcoming ecumenical vespers for 
the new year, to be held with our Roman Catholic 
friends at Christ Church Birregurra, 7pm Friday 30th 
December.  
 

Epiphany Service & Rectory BBQ 
You are warmly welcome to join us for eucharist at Ss 
Johns’ Colac, 6pm Friday 6th January to mark Epiphany, 
followed by a BBQ at the rectory. Sausages and 
hamburgers will be provided, and please bring a salad 
or dessert to share. RSVP to Fr Jeremy or Deacon Claire.  

 
We Remember the Anniversary of: 

December 26th   Ian (Johnny) Nelson ‘16 
December 29th   Ruth Lucas ’15 
January 6th   Jenny Shelton ’13 
 Jean Frances Honour ‘21 
January 8th   Ken Rechter ‘18 
 Charles Smith ‘19 

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord, 
And Let Light Perpetual Shine Upon Them 

 

GOVCO-A 
We had a request from Chamjock and Kueth, our 2 
oldest orphans, for help with the purchase of text books 
and their rent. They are in Yr12 and Yr11 respectively 
and need to live in the town in a hostel to attend 
secondary school. We have been able to send the 
required money to them this week. 
 
We have also been asked to consider the possibility of 
supporting 7 of the older girls with boarding school. This 
would help them to accelerate their schooling, as they 
would complete 2 years of schooling in the one year. 
Most of the girls are currently in upper Primary, but are 
15-17 years old. 
 
We have asked for more detailed information about 
this. It would mean the girls starting in February for 
second semester, or September for next year. We will 
keep you informed about any need for financial 
assistance for these girls. 

Gospel Readings for the Week: 
Monday 26th December – Sunday 1st January 

Monday 26th  Matthew 10:17-22 
Tuesday 27th  John 20:2-8 
Wednesday 28th  Matthew 2:13-18 
Thursday 29th    Luke 2:22-35 
Friday 30th  Luke 2:36-40 
Saturday 31st  John 1:1-18 
Sunday 1st  Luke 2:15-21 
 

Gospel Readings for the Week: 
Monday 2nd January – Sunday 8th January 

Monday 2nd  John 1:19-28 
Tuesday 3rd  John 1:29-34 
Wednesday 4th  John 1:35-42 
Thursday 5th  John 1:43-51 
Friday 6th  Matthew 2:1-12 
Saturday 7th   Matt 4:12-17 (18-22) 23-25 
Sunday 8th  Matthew 3:13-17 

 
Items for the Parish News can be forwarded to Catherine via email 
(news.anglicancolac@outlook.com) by 6pm or left in the ‘blue box’ 
at the hall by 1pm on Wednesday. 

 

And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. The Shepherds and the Angels. In that region there were shepherds living in 

the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:  to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is 

the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 

manger.”  Luke 2:7-12 
 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with 

haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what 

had been told them about this child.  Luke 2:15-17 


